J Reiffers, JM Goldman, JO Armitage (eds) 263 pp, b/w illustrations. Martin Dunitz, London, 1998, £65.00 ISBN 1-85317-291-X Since the initial introduction of autologous transplantation using haemopoietic progenitors derived from peripheral blood there have been enormous developments in the field, often incurring an equally large degree of controversy. This text, Blood Stem Cell Transplantation, works through the various aspects of the biology and practice of the subject and attempts to put the various issues into context and perspective.
The first two chapters of this multi-author text cover the biology and characterisation of stem cells, before a detailed chapter on stem cell mobilisation. Chapters on the role of autologous progenitor cell transplantation in a variety of haematological malignancies follow this, and there is also a separate section on breast cancer by Bob Leonard. Finally, more experimental areas, such as the use of allogeneic blood stem cells and cord blood, ex vivo expansion and gene therapy, are discussed. The chapters covering specific diseases are comprehensive and well written. Each discusses the various mobilisation regimens used for the disease in question before addressing the rationale and outcome of autologous transplantation per se in each indication. The use of blood-derived, rather than marrowderived, stem cells is covered in each chapter.
Most people will be familiar with the editors of this book. However, the other contributors are mainly world authorities in their field which considerably adds to the impact of the book. There is an almost equal split of contributors across both sides of the Atlantic. The layout is clear with easy to read font and print size. There are key words at the beginning of each chapter and some of the chapters make generous use of tables and figures. The chapter on myeloma is extensively illustrated with data tables and Kaplan-Meier survival curves. The referencing is up to date up to the middle of 1997 and the indexing is excellent.
Overall, this is an attractive, compact, hardback volume with few weaknesses. There are, of course, other books on transplantation of haemopoietic stem cells but few, if any, put emphasis on the enormous potential derived from mobilisation and collection of cord and peripheral blood progenitors. In addition, the book is a comprehensive review of stem cell transplantation as it stands in 1998. It should provide a valuable text for practising clinicians and researchers in the field.
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